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Indian	Journal	of	Neighbourhood	Studies	(IJNS)	is	a	quarterly,	peer-reviewed	platform	for	rigorous	scholarship	on	India’s	neighbourhood,	published	under	the	
Subhas	Chandra	Bose	Chair	of	International	Relations,	Chanakya	University,	Bengaluru.	IJNS	seeks	to	fill	a	significant	gap	in	existing	scholarship	by	treating	

neighbourhoods	as	analytical	frameworks	in	their	own	right,	rather	than	as	derivative	extensions	of	foreign	policy	analysis,	area	studies,	or	security	studies.The	
Journal		seeks	to	contribute	to	the	emergence	of	“neighbourhood	studies”	as	a	distinct	field	of	inquiry.	

CALL	FOR	PAPERS  

THEME 

Inaugural	Issue	—	“Rethinking	the	Neighbourhood” 
IJNS	treats	neighbourhoods	as	analytical	frameworks	in	their	own	right	—	not	as	derivative	extensions	of	foreign	policy	analysis,	area	studies,	
or	security	studies	—	combining	rigorous	scholarship	with	an	Oral	Histories	Segment,	an	Infographics	Initiative,	multimedia	formats,	and	a	
curated	Book	Review	section.	The	inaugural	issue	invites	contributions	that	interrogate	the	neighbourhood	as	concept,	practice,	and	lived	
reality	across	South	Asia	and	its	extended	periphery. 

We	invite	scholars,	practitioners,	and	doctoral	researchers	from	India	and	abroad	to	contribute. 
Full	text	of	the	Call	for	Papers:	www.indjns.com/call-for-papers/ 

ILLUSTRATIVE	SUB-THEMES 
—		“Neighbourhood	First”	in	practice:	possibilities	and	limits	of	India’s	regional	policy	framework 
—		Great-power	competition	and	shifting	external	alignments	in	the	neighbourhood 
—		Political	transitions,	popular	mobilisation,	and	youth-driven	social	change:	reading	recent	state–society	churn	across	the	neighbourhood 
—		Ecological	interdependence:	shared	rivers,	resources,	and	climate	vulnerability	across	borders 
—		Migration,	mobility,	and	diaspora	and	migrant	networks 
—		Comparative	and	transregional	perspectives:	India’s	neighbourhood	in	wider	Asian	and	global	context 
—		The	state,	regional	institutions,	and	non-state	actors	in	the	making	of	neighbourhoods 
—		Oral	histories	and	visual/data	narratives	of	the	neighbourhood	—	diplomats,	traders,	migrants,	peacekeepers,	and	border	communities	
—	captured	through	interviews,	maps,	and	satellite	imagery 

SECTIONS	INVITED 

Section Length Description 
Research	Articles 6,000–8,000	words Original	theoretical,	empirical,	or	methodological	contributions;	double-blind	peer	review. 
Review	/	Conceptual	Articles 4,000–6,000	words Critical	literature	reviews,	conceptual	interventions,	or	framework-building	articles;	editorial	review,	

with	external	expert	consultation	where	appropriate. 
Policy	and	Field	Essays 2,500–4,000	words Analytical,	evidence-based	essays	or	field	reports	linking	contemporary	developments	with	wider	

regional	questions;	editorial	review	with	external	expert	consultation	where	required. 
Neighbourhood	Briefs 1,500–2,500	words Focused	analysis	of	an	unfolding	country,	borderland,	or	subregional	development;	editorial	review. 
Book	Reviews	/	Review	Essays 800–1,200	/	2,000–

3,000	words 
Reviews	of	recent	scholarly	and	serious	non-fiction	works	relevant	to	the	journal’s	scope;	editorial	
review. 

Oral	and	Visual	Narratives Flexible Curated	oral	histories,	maps,	timelines,	satellite	imagery,	trade-flow	visualisations,	and	multimedia	
narratives;	prior	editorial	consultation	recommended. 

 
CFP	ISSUED 

29	July	2026 
MANUSCRIPT	DEADLINE 
30	September	2026 

PUBLICATION 
23	January	2027	(tentative) 

SUBMISSION	ESSENTIALS 
—		Anonymised	manuscript	plus	a	separate	title	page	with	author	details	and	ORCID	iD 
—		150–200-word	abstract	with	five	to	seven	keywords 
—		Chicago	Manual	of	Style,	18th	edition,	author–date	citations	and	references 
—		Generative-AI	use	disclosed;	similarity	index	within	15	per	cent 
—		Funding,	conflict-of-interest,	and	ethics	declarations	where	applicable 
EDITORIAL	TEAM 

Founding	Editor-in-Chief Prof.	Ashok	K.	Kantha 
Inaugural	Editor Amb.	Gopal	Baglay 
Consulting	Editors Prof.	Chetan	Singai		•		Prof.	Sriparna	Pathak		•		Dr.	Rityusha	Mani	Tiwary 
Associate	Editor	 Mr.	Vivek	Kaushik	

Book	Review	Editor Dr.	Nishit	Kumar 
Assistant	Editors Dr.	Sanket	Kulkarni		•		Ms.	Krutika	Reddy		•		Ms.	Anu	Maria	Joseph 
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