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S THE world remains fixated
on the Iran war, significant
changes in the US-China ri-
valry, and their implications
for India, are less in the lime-
light. Donald Trump's presence asadisrup-
tive force and Xi Jinping’s reputation asan
exceptionally consequential leader ob-
scure a deeper truth: The global order is
being reshaped not only by the decisions
of individual leaders but by structural

symptom, product and catalyst of broader
shifts in American political and strategic
thinking. The challenge posed by China is
rooted in long-term ambitions, accumu-
lated capabilities, and national narratives
that will persist beyond Xi’s tenure.

For India, this means the strategic chal-
lengesit facesare not passing clouds that will
dissipate with leadership changes in Wash-
ington or Beijing.

Formuch ofthe past decade, Washington
framedits relationship with Beijing as great-
power competition, placingtheIndo-Pacific
as the pivotal theatre. In the second Trump
administration, China is being seen pri-
marily as an economic competitor rather
than a systemic rival. The Western Hemi-

sphere has been elevated above Asia as the
centrepiece of USstrategy, ideological rivalry
hasbeen downplayed, and transactional bar-
gains with Beijing have been foregrounded.
Washington and Beijing now share an
interestin maintaininga degree of stability
intheirrelationship — though for different
reasons. The US seeks to manage competi-
tion while attending to domestic economic
and political priorities amid a profound
strategic recalibration involving alliances,
trade, industrial policy, and global commit-
ments. China seeks stability to deal with
economic headwinds, complete itstechno-
logical self-reliance drive, and buy time in

forces that will outlast them. Trumpisa ,

the domains in whichitlags. The resultisa
relationship less confrontational in tone but
noless competitive in substance —its equi-
librium increasingly favours Beijing.

The Iran war has exposed an uncom-
fortable truth: The US is not merely recali-
brating, it is becoming less predictable,
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WORDLY WISE !
I;arth is the cradle of humanity, but one

cannot live in the cradle forever.
— Konstantin Tsiolkovsky

US, China are recalibrating ties.
Five ways Indiamustrcs

‘argue that India’s interest in improved rela-

pond

slicing along the LAC, and proafztively ex-
plore a more balanced economic engage-
‘mentwith China. Given thewidening capa-
bility gap, deterrence must be asymmetric
and include quid-pro-quo options. Sus-
tained investment in border infrastructure,
cyber resilience, and jointness of the three

- servicesis notoptional but essential.

Three, India has to build economicand
technological resilience through dual de-
risking, vis-a-vis both China and the US.
Reducing dependencies on China in criti-
cal inputs is a strategic imperative, as is
avoidingthe creation of new dependencies
on the US in domains like AL India must
invest in its own sovereign Al stack and
green energy ecosystem.

Four, India must notsuccumbto theillu-
sion of “middle-power coalitions”. Middle
powers hedge, balance, and bandwagon;
they do not set the rules. India is not a great
poweryet, butitshouldn’tidentifyitselfasa
middle power either. :

Fifth, India urgently needs a reimagined
Neighbourhood First Policy and reinvigor-
ation of the Act East Policy. The world to In-
dia’s west is rightly getting more attention,
but that must not be at the expense of stra-
tegic prioritisation of its neighbourhood or
geography toits east. :

India has to assess trends, anticipate

and prepare for crises (as China did for
Trump’s tariffs of last year and the energy
crisis now) and avoid strategic crutches.
This involves engaging when possible, de-
terring when necessary, and building in-
digenous military, economic, technologi-
cal, and algorithmic capabilities.
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